
CHECK IT OUT 

EDITH B. SIEGRIST VERMILLION PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWSLETTER 

The Summer Reading Program is returning to the Edith B. 
Siegrist Vermillion Public Library, and registration is now open!  

The theme for 2021 is TAILS AND TALES and will go from 
June 7th through July 29th. Planned activities include weekly 
entertainers such as the Great Plains Zoo, Starr Chief  Eagle, 
Red Beard Blue Beard, SDPB’s Science Steve, and more! In 
addition, there will be weekly movies held at the Coyote Twin 
Theater, arts and crafts, science experiments, story times, 
LEGOs, and an all-day Shakespeare Festival workshop. 

This year we are using our new resource: READsquared! This 
digital reading program is designed to allow families to record 
their summer reading virtually through the website or app.  

The Summer Reading Program is open to young people, 
preschool through young adult. Some activities will require 
additional registration. Adults will also be able to join in on the 
Summer Reading Program fun by participating in their own 
BINGO reading challenge.  

For more information, call the library at 605.677.7060, or go 
online: vermillionpubliclibrary.org/summer-reading-program. 
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LGBTQ Pride Month is celebrated each 
year in June to honor the 1969 Stonewall 
Uprising in Manhattan. The purpose of  the 
commemorative month is to acknowledge 
the impact that lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender individuals have had on history 
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

In recognition of  LGBTQ Pride Month, 
please join Travis L. Letellier for a Lunch & 
Learn presentation on “The ABCs of  
LGBTQ.” Travis’s talk will focus on how we 
can develop a better understanding of  
LGBTQ identities and experiences. By 
introducing fundamental concepts, 
definitions, and language, participants will 
leave with a deeper knowledge of  the 
LGBTQ community.  

Register online at bit.ly/vplabc to access the 

free program on Zoom. We will meet 

virtually at 12:00 pm on Friday, June 4th.  

We are pleased to 
announce that Alexis 
Oskolkoff  is the new 
pres ident  of  the 
Ve r mi l l i on  Pub l i c 
Library Board! 

Alexis is an enrolled member of  the Sicangu 
Lakota (Rosebud Sioux) from her mother’s 
side and Alaskan Aleut from her father’s 
side. She is currently a member of  the 
Vermillion Public Library Board. She is also 
a member of  the South Dakota Shakespeare 
Festival Board, the Title VI Native American 
Parent Board, the Vermillion Boys and Girls 
Club Board, and the City of  Vermillion 
Human Relations Commission. She is a  
stay-at-home mom of  three wonderful boys 
and is expecting her first baby girl in August. 

Alexis was happy to answer a few questions 
to help the library community get to know 
her better. 

Q: What drew you to the library board? 

A: Throughout my life I have always been involved 
with my community and participated in many 
organizations. I love taking my boys to the library, 
especially for Storytime. When I heard of  an opening 
for a board member I didn't hesitate to apply. 

Q: What is your favorite thing about the library? 

A: My favorite thing about the library is the 
children's area and the great opportunities for the 
kids that the library has to offer. My boys love 
Storytime and Story Art time. 

Q: What’s one thing about the library you wish 
more people knew about or used? 

A: I wish people would take advantage of  all the 
presentations and guest speakers that the library 
offers for all and for free. We get great presenters 
and guest speakers that benefit everyone. 

Q: What’s your favorite book right now? 

A: I'm finishing up Firekeeper's Daughter by 
Angeline Boulley. I'm liking it very much. It gives 
readers a glimpse into the life young Indigenous 
women experience in today's world. 

Alexis received her A.A. in Business 
Management at Sinte Gleska University 
with an emphasis in Cultural Resource 
Management. There she was Vice President 
of  Student Council and Ms. Founders Day 
Runner-up. She then went on to receive a 
dual B.A. degree in Anthropology and 
Native Studies at The University of  South 
Dakota with minors in Archaeology and 
Earth Science. She was a member of  the 
Student Government and an active member 
of  many campus clubs and organizations.  

 

https://bit.ly/vplabc


Connect with a community of  readers 
during the next Big Library Read, the 
world’s largest digital book club!  

From June 28 - July 12, readers can solve a 
compelling mystery in S.F. Kosa’s debut 
thriller, The Quiet Girl, ebook from the 
Vermillion Public Library.  

The Quiet Girl begins with struggling 
entrepreneur Alex’s arrival in Provincetown 
to patch things up with his new wife, Mina. 
He finds an empty wine glass in the sink, her 
wedding ring on the desk, and a string of  
questions in her wake. The police believe 
that Mina, a successful romance author, 
simply left, their marriage crumbling before 
it truly began.  

But what Alex finds in their empty cottage points 
him toward a different reality: Mina has always 
carried a secret. And now she's disappeared.  

In his hunt for the truth, Alex comes across 
Layla, a young woman with information to 
share, who may hold the key to everything his 
wife has kept hidden.  

To find his missing wife, Alex must face what 
Layla has forgotten. And the consequences 
are anything but quiet. 

Starting June 28th, Vermillion Public Library 
card holders can borrow the ebook for free 
w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  b y  v i s i t i n g 
southdakota.overdrive.com or downloading 
the Libby app.  

Readers can then discuss online at 
biglibraryread.com/join-the-discussion.  

Bonus: When readers use #biglibraryread on 
social media, they also have a chance to win 
a Samsung Galaxy Tablet and signed book 
by the author!  

Rainbow Book Month™ is a nationwide 
celebration of  the authors and writings that 
reflect the lives and experiences of  the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
pansexual, genderqueer, queer, intersex, 
agender, and asexual community. 

One way the American Library Association 
(ALA) supports LGBTQIA+ literature is 
through the Stonewall Book Awards - the 
first and longest-enduring award for 
LGBTQIA+ literature. 

The Vermillion Public Library has a 
growing selection of  books that have won 
Stonewall Book Awards throughout the 
years. These are just a few that are available 
as both physical books at the library and as 
electronic books on OverDrive:  

2021 Stonewall Honor Book in Literature: 
The Death of  Vivek Oji by Akwaeke Emezi 

2021 Stonewall Honor Book in Literature: 
Memorial by Bryan Washington 

2019 Barbara Gittings Literature Award: 
The Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai 

2019 Stonewall Honor Book in Literature: 
White Houses by Amy Bloom 

Find a more extensive list of  past winners 
on the ala.org website! 

Rainbow Book Month™ is an initiative of  the 
ALA, and is coordinated through its Office for 
Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services and 
the Rainbow Round Table.   

https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content/media/5376624
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
https://biglibraryread.com/join-the-discussion/
https://click.e.overdrive.com/?qs=47c0a7e25ed69aaa195138af865d22f9b63b881baa9ce2f07c83c3c470e9c27ec14667e91d95bf999d4cc355053c338386f66fea16353927
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content/media/5116184
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content/media/5256089
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content/media/3607212
https://southdakota.overdrive.com/southdakota-143-147/content/media/3565786
http://www.ala.org/rt/rrt/award/stonewall/honored
http://www.ala.org/diversity
http://www.ala.org/diversity
http://www.ala.org/rt/rrt
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Program Color Key: 

Child Programming 
YA Programming 
Adult Programming 

All Ages 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

 

4 

12:00 p: Lunch & 
Learn: The ABCs of 

LGBTQ  

All Day: Book 

Chatter 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Summer Reading 
Program Begins! 

1 p: Will Stuck 

8 

10 a: Toddler ST 

1 p: Crafternoon 

5:30 p: Family ST 

9 

10 a: LEGO 

11 a: Preschool ST 

1 p: Teen Takeover 

10 

10 a: S.T.E.A.M. 

1 p: Movie 

(Sing) 

 

11 

10 a - 4 p: Edie’s 
Book Shop 
(Downstairs) 

 

 

12 

10 a - 4 p: Edie’s 
Book Shop 
(Downstairs) 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

8 a: Take ‘n Make 

10 a: LEGO WeDo 

(Registration Req.) 

1 p: ZooMobile 

15 

10 a: Toddler ST 

1 p: Crafternoon 

5:30 p: Family ST 

16 

10 a: LEGO 

11 a: Preschool ST 

1 p: Teen Takeover 

17 

10 a: - 3:30 p: 
Shakespeare 
Workshops 

(Registration Req.) 

18 19 

 

20 

 

 

 

 
 

21 

10 a: LEGO WeDo 

(Registration Req.) 

1 p: Starr Chief 

Eagle 

 

22 

10 a: Toddler ST 

1 p: Crafternoon 

5:30 p: Family ST 

 

23 

10 a: LEGO 

11 a: Preschool ST 

1 p: Teen Takeover 

 

24 

10 a: S.T.E.A.M. 

1 p: Movie 

(Charlotte’s Web) 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

10 a: LEGO WeDo 

(Registration Req.) 

1 p: Red Beard Blue 

Beard 

29 

10 a: Toddler ST @ 

Prentis Park 

1 p: Crafternoon 

5:30 p: Family ST 

30 

10 a: LEGO 

11 a: Bilingual ST 

1 p: Teen Takeover 

   

HOURS: 
 

MON - THURS: 8 AM - 9 PM 
FRI: 8 AM - 6 PM 
SAT: 10 AM - 5 PM 
SUN: 1 PM - 5 PM 
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