
EDITH B. SIEGRIST VERMILLION PUBLIC LIBRARY     June 17, 2022 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        12:00 PM 
MONTHLY MEETING        Kozak Room 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 
ROLL CALL: Katy Beem, Alexis Oskolkoff, Travis Letellier 
 
ABSENT: Wayne Berninger, Greg Redlin, Eric Young 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Daniel Burniston (Library Director, Secretary) 
 
On a motion by Beem, seconded by Letellier, the minutes of the May 20, 2022, meeting were approved. All present 
voted aye. 
 
On a motion by Travis, seconded by Oskolkoff, a revised agenda was adopted moving item IV E up on the agenda 
to after item 2 C. All present voted aye. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard on topics not on the agenda. 
 
Drag Queen Story Time Feedback 
Chris Larson of 21 N Willow St and administrative member of the Vermillion Pride Group spoke to thank the library 
for participating in the Drag Queen Story Time event on June 11th and in support of inclusive events similar to this 
being held at the library. 
 
Harvey Opp of the Vermillion Providence Reform Church shared his concerns regarding the Drag Queen Storytime 
event noting it as inappropriate for children, having a negative impact on child development, and not aligning with 
the beliefs held by their church. 
 
Jordan Minnich Kjesbo of the Vermillion First United Methodist Church indicated he would like to provide the 
perspective of a pastor from a different church and talked about his support for inclusive events such as the Drag 
Queen Story Time held at the library. 
 
Mike Phelan of the Vermillion store Outside of a Dog Books & Games shared his support for inclusive events such 
as the Drag Queen Story Time held at the library. Mike indicated despite being one of the smaller sections in his 
store he had sold approximately 150 books on the LGBTQ+ topic, received a special order of 60 books, and also 
filled other orders for items such as stickers. Mike indicated this suggested an interest in resources and activities 
on this topic from community members. 
 
Denis Johnson of 1864 Constance Dr, a retired University of South Dakota Economics professor, spoke about his 
opposition to the Drag Queen Story Time and the event being inappropriate and harmful for young children. 
 
Anna Bottesini of 45759 Jetley Park Street, an employee of the USD ID Weeks Library, noted that the American 
Library Association provides information on the value of Drag Queen Story Time and supports such events. Anna 
indicated her support for inclusive events of this type being held in our public library. 
 
Lily Rodolfo Gandara of 21 N Willow St thanked the library for hosting the Drag Queen Story Time event and shared 
their thoughts on the importance and benefits of inclusive community events like it. 
 
Sandy McKeown of 111 North Willow St, a USD faculty member, thanked the library for allowing the Drag Queen 
Story Time and expressed her support for civic engagement and inclusive events at the library. 
 



Jillian Smith of 734 N University St # 217 commented on the difference between an adult drag show aimed at 
adult audiences usually 21+ as opposed to a Children’s Drag Queen Story Time that includes age-appropriate 
costumes, songs, and activities. Jillian expressed that events like this are not “grooming” as suggested by some of 
the Facebook comments. Jillian felt that people should respect their own boundaries and make their own 
individual choice as to whether they wanted to attend. 
 
Vermillion resident Mary Anderson expressed her concerns that events of this type should not be aimed at 
children. Mary noted that she was very upset and would no longer be participating in the Friends of the Library 
Group or using the library. 
 
Zadya Abbott of 530 Elm indicated that she learned to read here and that she did not encounter diverse or 
inclusive materials until she was 16. She noted not censoring library resources is very important to provide a 
variety of materials all community members can connect with. 
 
Betsy Wick of 707 E Cedar St spoke in support of the event and that the public library was a public space for all. 
 
To respect everyone's time public comment was ended and a show of hands was asked for. 42 people raised their 
hands to show support for the Drag Queen Story Time event, and 4 raised their hands as opposed. 19 people 
indicated that they attended the Drag Queen Story Time event on June 11th. 
 
On a motion by Letellier, seconded by Beem, items III-A through VI-C were accepted and approved as covered in 
the provided agenda packet. All present voted aye. 
 

REPORTS: 

Foundation –The new storage shed was received and assembled for us by the City Water Department. Other 2022 

Foundation approved projects are on order, except the permanent story walk posts that we are still looking into.  

 

Friends – The Friends of the Library monthly used book sale was held on June 10th and 11th. The Friends reported 

almost 300 shoppers and a total of 735.50 raised even with the half-price sale this month.  The Friends are 

considering adding an additional one-day popup this summer to help clear out more items. The Friends of the 

Library provided $5,000 towards the cost of summer reading program supplies and programs. 

 

Website draft – The Library Director shared a link with board members for a draft of a new website design. Some 

additional edits are still being made and any additional feedback would be welcomed. 

 

Summer Reading Program – kicked off on June 6th with our 2 pm – 4 pm open house event. We currently have 

132 children, 22 teens, and 43 adults registered. Additional participants are still welcome to register. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

COVID-19 Operational Review – The Library Director provided a summary of the current state and county COVID-

19 situation. No changes to the library’s current operating procedures were proposed at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

South Dakota State Library appoints new South Dakota State Library – In June 2021 South Dakota State Librarian 

Daria Bossman retired. Access & Development Services Manager Brenda Hemmelman was appointed Interim 

State Librarian. In late 2021 the Department of Education posted the position opening and formed a committee 

to interview the top three candidates. Members of the committee included Amber Wilde (Director, Spearfish 

Public Library), Jane Norling (Director, Beresford Public Library, SDSL Board), Kate Kosior, (SDSL Braille and Talking 



Book Manager), Brenda Hemmelman (Interim SD State Librarian), Mary Stadick Smith (Deputy Secretary, SD DOE), 

Daniel Burniston (Director, Vermillion Public Library). One candidate was selected and referred to the South 

Dakota Secretary of Education Tiffany Sanderson for a second interview. The position was offered but declined by 

the selected candidate. The position was reposted after the South Dakota legislative session was completed this 

spring and the committee, minus Kate Kosior, again interviewed the top three candidates. One candidate was 

selected and referred to the South Dakota Secretary of Education Tiffany Sanderson for a second interview. 

 

On June 6th, 2022, the South Dakota State Library announced that George Seamon has accepted the position as 

South Dakota State Librarian beginning on Monday, July 25th, 2022. The announcement stated “George has been 

the regional librarian of the Northwest Kansas Library System for the past 11 years. He has an excellent track 

record of helping local libraries and city councils make modern transformations to their services, has led strategic 

planning for libraries across Kansas over the last decade, and is a strong thinker and caring leader. Additionally, 

he has experience with budgeting, policy development, team building, advocacy with local legislators and local 

government, developing partnerships, and more.” 

 

South Dakota Executive Order 2022-02 impact on the South Dakota State Library - Governor Kristi Noem issued 

executive order 2022-02 banning the teaching of Critical Race Theory (CRT) in South Dakota’s K-12 schools 

Tuesday, April 5th, 2022. The Governor said that it will limit the influence of “divisive concepts” in K-12 schools. 

The South Dakota State Library (SDSL) operates as a Department of the South Dakota Department of Education 

(SDDOE). This executive order is anticipated to impact some South Dakota State Library programs and services. 

Although not all the details are clear yet, we have some initial information on the impact.  

• SDDOE and SDSL have been instructed to complete an audit of all online, digital, and print resources to 

check for compliance with the order. Any materials deemed not to comply must be removed or revised. 

The SDDOE is required to report back to the governor's office on the results of the audit. 

• The SDSL Annual Teen and Children's Book Awards will no longer be able to be hosted on their website. 

This material is deemed as potentially violating the executive order. This material is being migrated over 

to the South Dakota Library Association website as an alternative location. 

• The South Dakota State Library may be required to terminate the use of the listserv they provide to share 

news and information. Several channels are provided including ones dedicated to Public, School, and 

Academic Libraries.  

 

FY2022 revised and FY2023 initial proposed budget draft – The draft FY2022 revised and FY2023 proposed 

budget that was reviewed at the last meeting has been submitted to City Administration. The next step in the 

process is city department heads meeting with the City Manager and Finance Officer to finalize departmental 

budgets. This is anticipated to take place starting 6/23. 

 

The Library Director contacted Clay County Auditor Carri Crum to ask about plans for the 2023 County budget 

process, and when/how we should submit our request. The County has not discussed budgets yet, but they will 

let us know what the Commissioners would like to see as we get closer to July. 

 

The City Finance Office is still investigating a replacement option for the city phone service provider in 2023. This 

is due to the end of the current service provided via the State of South Dakota and Century Link in Dec 2022. 

 

The City of Vermillion Labor and Finance Committee has been reviewing employee compensation and incentives 

given the evolving economic situation. On June 1st an announcement memo was sent out to City employees 



thanking them for their dedicated service to the community and detailing some additional compensation plans 

for 2022, and information on how compensation will be approached in developing the 2023 budget. Also, the 

city will be preparing a 2023 budget with a cost of living adjustment greater than the 2.5% originally set for 

2023. The exact amount of the 2023 COLA has not yet been determined. 

 

The Library Director has been investigating the possibility of some updates to the library pay scale to realign 

library positions with the rate provided for other similar city positions and more in line with other libraries in the 

State. Some initial discussions have been held with the City Finance Officer. A rough initial draft has been 

prepared to start the discussion during the budgeting process. 

 

Executive session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) for personnel reasons – On a motion by Letellier, seconded by 

Oskolkoff, the board entered executive session at 12.52 pm. All present voted aye. At 1.06 pm the President 

declared the board out of the executive session. On a motion Oskolkoff, seconded by Beem, the step increase 

request was approved for Kendra Brewer. All present voted aye. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 15th, 2022, at noon. 

 
On a motion by Letellier, seconded by Oskolkoff, the meeting was adjourned at 1.07 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Daniel Burniston 
Library Director 


