
EDITH B. SIEGRIST VERMILLION PUBLIC LIBRARY     October 21, 2022 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        12:00 PM 
MONTHLY MEETING        Kozak Room 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 
ROLL CALL: Katy Beem, Wayne Berninger, Greg Redlin, Travis Letellier, Eric Young 
 
ABSENT: Alexis Oskolkoff 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Daniel Burniston (Library Director, Secretary) 
 
On a motion by Beem, seconded by Young, the minutes of the September 16, 2022, meeting were approved. All 
present voted aye. 
 
On a motion by Young, seconded by Berninger, the agenda was adopted. All present voted aye. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard on topics not on the agenda. 
 
On a motion by Redlin, seconded by Young, the Library Reports were approved. All present voted aye. 
 
REPORTS: 

Foundation –New permanent story walk posts have been received. Parks and Rec have them in storage and will 

begin work on installing them in spring 2023. We plan to launch them as part of the Prentis Park Centennial 

activities next year. The Library Board discussed the selection of a member to join the Library Foundation Board 

as required by their bylaws. Wayne Berninger volunteered to serve as the Library Board representative on the 

Foundation. 

 

Friends – The first used book sale of the fall was held on October 14th and 15th. The sale was marketed as a 

reopening of the newly updated space with the carpet installation and a new layout. The Friends Group also 

restocked the shelves with all new donations. The store was busy Friday morning and saw steady traffic on both 

days. The Friends raised an amazing $1,417, twice as much as the best sales from the past. 

 

Clay County Funding – We received notification from Clay County that our $4,000 funding request for 2023 was 

approved. Despite the ongoing County budget challenges due to the jail project, the County Commissioners opted 

to forego raises for themselves to fund select non-mandated organizations they had prioritized as important to 

the community. 

 

Library Staff Appreciation Dinner – Based on the responses to the recent Doodle Poll, December 16th is the date 

that most staff and board members have indicated availability. The Library Director has confirmed that we can 

reserve a room at the new Dakota Center that evening from 7 pm to 10 pm. For food, we can use the buffet from 

7 pm to 8 pm. We also plan to provide 3 drink tickets for participants and fun zone cards. The Library Director will 

confirm the reservation today and send a follow-up save-the-date email to everyone. We will also send an 

invitation to the Mayor and City Manager as we always have in the past. 

 

Email Communication with Library Board members – Current best practices recommend that when sending 

emails to boards and city council we should use the BCC field. The purpose of this is to avoid any potential for a 



discussion that may violate South Dakota Open meeting laws. Board members are welcome and encouraged to 

reply to the director and/or email other board members. Once three or more board members are on an email, we 

potentially have a quorum situation and need to be cognizant of not discussing anything that should otherwise be 

done at an open meeting. Going forward the Library Director will use the BCC email field for most and probably 

all communication with all board members. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

COVID-19 Operational Review – The Library Director provided a summary of the current state and county COVID-

19 situation. No changes to the library’s current operating procedures were proposed at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Library Director’s annual evaluation – On a motion by Young, seconded by Redlin, the board entered executive 

session at 12.25 PM pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) for personnel reasons; a discussion of the Library Directors' 

annual evaluation. At 1:04 PM the Library Board was declared out of executive session. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 18th, 2022, at noon. 

 
On a motion by Redlin, seconded by Beem, the meeting was adjourned at 1:04 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Daniel Burniston 
Library Director 


