
EDITH B. SIEGRIST VERMILLION PUBLIC LIBRARY     July 21, 2023 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        12:00 PM 
MONTHLY MEETING        Kozak Room 
 
 
DRAFT MINUTES 
ROLL CALL: Wayne Berninger, Lenni Billberg, Bryce Mayrose, Travis Letellier, Eric Young 
 
ABSENT: Katy Beem  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Daniel Burniston (Library Director, Secretary) 
 
On a motion by Letellier, seconded by Billberg, the minutes of the June 16, 2023 meeting were approved. All 
present voted aye. 
 
On a motion by Mayrose, seconded by Berninger, the agenda was adopted. All present voted aye. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard on topics not on the agenda. 
 
On a motion by Letellier, seconded by Mayrose, the library reports were accepted. All present voted aye. 
 
REPORTS: 
Foundation – One of the hard drives on the library’s 5-year old server failed at the start of July. After evaluating 
options, the decision was made to replace the server now rather than paying the extra cost of a temporary repair. 
It was recommended the machine should be replaced within the next 12 months either way. The Library 
Foundation approved covering the cost of the purchase and set-up of the new server. The Library Foundation is 
also ordering two wall-mounted plaques to recognize donors to the 2013 renovation project. The donor list has 
been shown on the slides on the main entrance lobby TV for several years. The Foundation wanted to migrate the 
list to something more long-term. 
 
Friends – The Friends of the Library will resume used book sales for the fall in September and run through 
December. They are sticking with the second Friday and Saturday of the month from 10 am to 4 pm. November’s 
sale will be one week earlier due to the Veteran’s Day holiday. The dates of the first fall used book sale will be 9/8 
and 9/9. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
FY2023 revised and FY2024 proposed budget updates – Library Director met with the City Manager and City 
Finance Officer to review the library budget request on 6/29. There were no concerns regarding the library’s 
operating and capital expenses. Revisions to the 2024 Library pay scale are still being reviewed. All City Employees 
will receive a 2.5% cost of living adjustment minimum. This would be the second year of a multiyear adjustment 
process to better align the library pay scale with other similar-sized South Dakota Libraries. The City Council budget 



work sessions have been scheduled for 8/9 and 8/10 from 5.30 – 9.30 pm. The library is tentatively scheduled for 
7 pm on 8/9. Any interested Library Board members were encouraged to come listen to the library time slot. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
FY2024 Clay County funding request – The Library Director reported that the annual Clay County Funding request 
notification was received in mid-June with a completion deadline of 6/26. The Library Director shared the 
completed request documents for the $4,000 normally requested. We should hear more about the status of our 
request in the fall. 
 
2023 Library Staff Appreciation Dinner – The Library Director summarized details of previous year's library staff 
appreciation dinners, and possible options for 2023. On a motion by Billberg, seconded by Berninger, the 2023 
Library Staff Appreciation dinner was approved. All present voted aye. The preferred time was September or 
ideally October. The Library Director will contact the Dakota Center to check on availability and do a Doodle poll 
for staff and board members availability on Fridays in September and October. 
 
Non-resident fee Review – Accreditation standards require that the library seeks equitable reimbursement for 
services to persons who do not reside in the area providing financial support to the library. In 2019, the library 
implemented a 3-year plan to raise its non-resident fee from $15 total, by $10 a year up to $45. This meant in 
January 2020 the fee went up $25, in January 2021 to $35, and in January 2022 to $45. In 2023 the fee remained 
the same. Using our current FY2023 funding level and US Census Bureau estimates of 15,280 residents in Clay 
County, our current per capita funding works out to $48.94. Considering the cost of living and other adjustments 
proposed for 2024, the library director suggested consideration of an increase in the non-resident fee to $50. On 
a motion by Billberg, seconded by Young, the non-resident fee starting in Jan 2024 will be $50. All present voted 
aye. 
 
City of Vermillion land acknowledgment statement – The Library Director shared the land acknowledgment 
statement recently approved by the City Council. This statement is to be placed on City meeting agendas and was 
added to the library board agenda template for future meetings. The decision to read the land acknowledgment 
statement at a city meeting can be determined by the presiding officer of that meeting. Library Board members 
discussed when to read the statement and the suggestion was made to read it at meetings when visitors are 
present. 
 
Future meeting schedule – Library board members discussed meetings times for the fall based on board 
members’ schedules. There was a preference to keep the time consistent as much as possible. On a motion by 
Letellier, seconded by Billberg, the regular meeting time was set as the third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm. 
All present voted aye. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 20th, 2023, at 6 pm. 
 
On a motion by Letellier, seconded by Berninger, the meeting was adjourned at 12.50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Daniel Burniston 
Library Director 


